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Describing the methods and findings of an acoustic survey for listed bat species on a project with an
approximately 50-acre habitat impact area in Cuyahoga Falls, Summit County, OH taking place in
July 2020.
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| INTRODUCTION

The following report presents the findings of the presence/probable absence survey of listed bat species
for the future Free The Falls Gorge Dam Removal Project (Project) (approximately 41.12302, -81.49738).
Target bat species included federally listed Indiana (Myotis sodalis) and northern long-eared (Myotis
septentrionalis) bats; state endangered little brown (Myotis lucigufus) and tri-colored bats (Perimyotis
subflavus).

Technical assistance (TAILS# 03E15000-2020-TA-1 166) was received from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) with a recommendation to conduct a presence/probable absence survey. In anticipation of this
technical assistance response, a detailed bat survey study plan was submitted to the USFWS — Ohio Field
Office and the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) on June 30, 2020. Concurrence was
recelved from USFWS on June 30, 2020 (reference #20-024) and ODNR on July 9, 2020. Please see

acoustic presence/probable absence surveys, pursuant to written USFWS recommendations previously
mentioned. Physical capture of bats (mist net surveys) were not permitted by ODNR for the summer
season 2020.

The proposed Project may impact approximately 45-50 acres of forested habitat that is potentially suitable
for use by roosting, foraging, and/or commuting listed bat species. Project Mapping is provided in : <
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2 METHODS

There were no deviations from the approved study plan. Four Wildlife Acoustics Song Meter
Mini Bat Ultrasonic Recorders (detectors) were deployed at appropriate locations within or
immediately adjacent to the proposed impact area on the nights of July 13, 14, 17, and 18, 2020.
Detectors were mounted to the top of ~12’ steel conduit poles for clearance. Detectors were
brand new and unused, but functionality was still determined through finger rubs. Detectors were
set to record from 30 minutes before sunset to 30 minutes after sunrise. Twelve detector nights
were recorded in total. Weather was confirmed using the closest Weather Underground Station
(Gorge Park - KOHCUYAH20), which is within the Project area. No precipitation was recorded
during the survey period and low temperatures were 65-71 degrees F.

Recordings were processed through Kaleidoscope Pro (v5.1; bats of North America, OH species,
“0” Sensitivity level) for auto identification. Manual vetting was conducted by Jason Whittle.
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3 RESULTS

3.1 FIELD SURVEY

3.1.1  Detector Location

Twelve detector nights were sampled from July 13 through July 18, 2020. Photos of detector sets and
context are provided in Agpendix L. Detectors were placed in likely locations within and immediately
adjacent to the Project area to maximize species detection. A number of habitat subtypes were sampled
including, open wetlands, upland and riparian forest, wooded corridors, and open trails. Detailed summary
information about the acoustic sites sampled during the course of this survey are provided in Table I.

Toble I Detector Location Informotion

3.1.2  Species Results

Manual vetting was conducted by Jason Whittle and confirmed the presence of federally threatened
Myotis septentriondlis (northern long-eared bat) as well as the state endangered Perimyotis subflavus (tri-
colored bat). Manual vetting negated automated call ID of Myotis lucifugus (little brown bat). No Myotis
sodalis (Indiana bat) calls were reported by automated ID or identified through subsequent manual
vetting. Eptesicus fuscus, Lasiurus boredlis, Lasionycteris noctivagans, and Lasiurus cinereus were all
determined to be present as well. Please see Table 2 for a breakdown of calls (by location and night) and
assumed presence post manual vetting. Table 3 lists the maximum likelihood values assigned by
Kaleidoscope Pro prior to manual vetting.

Table 3: Colls by Sive, NMight, ond Spedies; Post Manuel Yetting

X" denotes this detector location was surveyed on this date
2 A non-null value in this table denotes assumed presence after automated ID and manual vetting
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4 SUMMARY

The Free the Falls Gorge Dam Removal Project was surveyed through the use of acoustic detection on
July 13 and 14 and july 17 and 18, 2020. Eight individual locations representing 12 detector nights were
surveyed to sample the entire area. Seven species of bat (Table |) were detected through automated ID
and subsequent manual vetting and are assumed present within the Project area, including Myotis
septentionalis. No Myotis sodalis were detected during the course of this survey, nor during any of the
previous surveys which took place within the Gorge and Cascade Valley Metro Parks by Summit Metro
whs.org or 330.472.8210 if

Parks staff. Please do not hesitate to contact me at iwi

you have any questions or require additional information.

Sincerely,

Jason Whittle
Ecologist

Summit Metro Parks
975 Treaty Line Road
Akron, OH 44313

Cc: Ms. Angela Boyer — U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Ms. Sarah Stankavich —~ Ohio Department of Natural Resources
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Appendix A

Agency Correspondence
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Jason Whittle

From: Boyer, Angela <angela_boyer@fws.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 13:19

To: Jason Whittle; Sarah.Stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us

Ce: Mike Johnson; Marlo Perdicas

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Gorge Dam Removal Acoustic Study Plan (TAILS# 03E15000-2020-
TA-1166)

Jason,

This response provides U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service approval of your proposed acoustic survey for the Free the Falls
Project in Summit County, Ohic. Please note that plans must also be reviewed and approved by the Ohio Division of
Wildlife before any surveys take place. This survey has been assigned the reference number 20-024. Please inciude this
project reference number in all correspondence to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Chio Division of Wildlife.
This survey will serve as a summer presance/absence survey for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat.

By January 31, 2021, we request that you submit an annual report of your Ohio acoustic survey work to this office using
the Midwestern U.3. Spreadsheet in elactronic format. Be sure o include data for the site even if no bats were
detected. The 2020 Midwestern U.3. Spreadsheet and instructions are found here:

hitp:/fwww fws govimidwest/endangered/mammals/inbal/inbasummersurveyguidance.himl.

Pilease notify me if any surveys are cancelied or ctherwise not completed this field season. Please contact me if you have
guestions.

Sincerely,

Angela Bover

Endangerad Species Coordinator for Chio
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

4625 Morse Road, Suite 104

Columbus, Ohic 43230

(614) 416-8993, ext. 122

(614) 416-8994 FAX

From: Jason Whittle <JWhittle@summitmetroparks.org>

Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 10:37 AM

To: Boyer, Angela <angela_boyer@fws.gov>; Sarah.Stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us <Sarah.Stankavich@dnr.state.ch.us>
Cc: Mike Johnson <mjohnson@summitmetroparks.org>; Marlo Perdicas <MPerdicas@summitmetroparks.org>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Gorge Dam Removal Acoustic Study Plan (TAILS# 03E15000-2020-TA-1166)

Version 5.1.0, as it is approved software.

Jason Whittle

Biologist

Summit Metro Parks
975 Treaty Line Rd.
Akron, Ohio 44313
D:330.865.8057 x 228
C:330.472.8210
summitmetroparks.org
We're Your Back Yard
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From: Boyer, Angela <angela_boyer@fws.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 10:12:07 AM

To: Jason Whittle <JWhittle@summitmetroparks.org>; Sarah.Stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us
<Sarah.Stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us>

Cc: Mike Johnson <mjohnson@summitmetroparks.org>; Marlo Perdicas <MPerdicas@summitmetroparks.org>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Gorge Dam Removal Acoustic Study Plan (TAILS# 03E15000-2020-TA-1166)

Jason,
You need to specify the acoustic software program(s) you will be using for the acoustic analysis.

Angie

From: Jason Whittle <JWhittle @summitmetroparks.org>

Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 9:20 AM

To: Boyer, Angela <angela_boyer@fws.gov>; Sarah.Stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us <Sarah.Stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us>
Cc: Mike Johnson <mjohnson@summitmetroparks.org>; Marlo Perdicas <MPerdicas@summitmetroparks.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Gorge Dam Removal Acoustic Study Plan (TAILS# 03E15000-2020-TA-1166)

Angie and Sarah,

Pursuant to a coordination between Summit Metro Parks and USFWS (TAILS# 03E15000-2020-TA-1166), we are
submitting this study plan to conduct acoustic presence/probable absence surveys in Cascade Valley and Gorge Metro
Parks. This would be a compliance survey in support of the Gorge Dam Removal Project. It is anticipated that
approximately 50 acres of tree removal in several locations (see attached map) will occur as a direct result of this
project; one approximately 45 acre sediment de-watering and deposition area and also one approximately 2 kilometer
sediment pipeline with a small associated dam removal construction area. Therefore, we propose to survey this project
with both linear and non-linear methods; one site consisting of 8 detector nights for the 45 acre deposition area and 2
linear sites consisting of 2 detector nights each (subtotal of 4 detector nights) for the sediment pipeline route for a
survey grand total of 12 detector nights. Surveys would adhere to USFWS Indiana Bat Survey Guidance and be
conducted prior to August 15, 2020. Detector placement, file processing, and manual vetting would be conducted by
Marlo Perdicas (TE206783-4) and myself (TE62286A-3). Please see attached mapping and let us know if you have any
questions or require further information to approve this study plan.

Thanks!

Jason Whittle
Ecologist

Summit Metro Parks
975 Treaty Line Rd.
Akron, Ohio 44313

D: 330.865.8057 x228
C:330.472.8210

summitmetroparks.org
We're Your Back Yard

This message and any response to it may constitute a public record and thus may be publicly available to anyone who
requests it.
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Appendix B

Project Mapping
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Appendix C

Photographic Record
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Threatened and Endangered Bat Species Acoustic Survey
Free the Falls Gorge Dam Removal Project
Cuyahoga Falls, Summit County, Chio

Photo No. 1.

Date:

07/13/2020

Notes:

Site: FTF-01

Fen opening within an
upland forest

Photo No. 2.

Date:

07/13/2020

Notes:

Site: FTF-02

Wetland opening within
an upland forest

 Bpmamit
MetroParks
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Threatened and Endangered Bat Species Acoustic Survey
Free the Falls Gorge Dam Removal Project
Cuyahoga Falls, Summit County, Chio

Photo No. 3.

Date:

07/13/2020

Notes:

Site: FTF-03

Corridor clearing adjacent
to a disused access road

Photo No. 4.

Date:

06/12/2020

Notes:

Site: FTF-04

Junctions of disused
access roads within a
riparian forest. Mostly
closed canopy.

 Bgreemitd
MetroParks
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Threatened and Endangered Bat Species Acoustic Survey
Free the Falls Gorge Dam Removal Project
Cuyahoga Falls, Summit County, Chio

Photo No. 5.

Date:

07/17/2020

Notes:

Site: FTF-05

Clearing within an upland
forest

Photo No. 6.

Date:

07/18/2020

Notes:

Site: FTF-06

Clearing within a upland
forest riparian corridor.
Cuyahoga River is
approximately 50" off
camera.

 Bpmamit
MetroParks
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Threatened and Endangered Bat Species Acoustic Survey
Free the Falls Gorge Dam Removal Project
Cuyahoga Falls, Summit County, Chio

Photo No. 7.

Date:

07/18/2020

Notes:

Site: FTF-07

Clearing adjacentto a
hiking trail, next to the
Gorga Dam.

Photo No. 8.

Date:

07/17/2020

Notes:

Site: FTF-08

Adjacent to the Cuyahoga
River Gorge Dam pool,
approximately 50’ off
camera.

 Bpmamit
MetroParks
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